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By ADAM FIT Z-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





AREBERE Y, Auguft the. sth, wre 





: oe » ing bathers bears alittle hard upon 

"a8 the ladies, for whom I have always 

profefied a regard even to , ve- 

neration, yet I am induced to give 

5 SESE: it a place.in my paper, from the 
confideration that if the complaint contained in it {hould 
happen to-have the leaft foundation in truth, they may. 
have an opportunity of adding another proof to the, 
multitudes they:are daily giving, that they want: only 
to be told of their errors, to amend them. Of the 
fecond letter I fhall fay nothing more, than that the 
expedient propofed in it to remove the evil complain-— 
ed of, has my entire approbation, 
Ta 
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To Mr Fitrz-ADAM,...° 
SrR, 

“Wir as much devotion for the fair as any man, and 
as high a fenfe of the happinefs they are capable of im- 
parting, I have refolved to die an old batchelor ; yet not 
‘in the leaft determined ‘by the ftrongeft arguments a- 
gainft matrimony, or the moft fathionable motives to a 
fingle life. It is my misfortune to efteem delicacy, wco- 
nomy, modefty, and fome of the qualifications conveyed 
under the idea of notable, as the moft engaging orna- 
ments of a well-bred woman. How unhappy then am 
I, that none of thefe fhould be of repute in the prefent 
age ! 

I ap once formed a delign of tranfporting my-felf to 
‘Spain ‘or China, for a lady of the domeffic kind; but 
giving the preference to thofe of my own country, I de- 
Jayed my intention, till I fhould fee the influence your 
weekly admonitions: were attended with. I am now 
forry to find, that notwithftanding your cenforial digni- 
ty, they have openly dared to perfift in thofe fafhions 
-you have fo long oppofed. An unaccountable propen- 
fity to vifit public places, a general nakednefs,of fhoul- 
ders, a remarkable bluffnefs of face, a loud voice, ‘and 
a mafculine air, have lately gained-much ground in the 
-country; and J am apt to think F fhall fhortly fee the 
necks and bofoms of my fair country-women painted 
with devices of birds and beafts, in imitation of the an- 
cient Britons, though they are now contented -with plain 
white and red, 

I uave.obferved, that as-we are gradually retreating 
from the courage and greatnefs of our fex, the ladies are 
advancing with hafty ftrides upon us; and whether we 
fhall long maintain the pre-eminence is a point much 
Jjable'to difpute. 


J cANNox 
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I cannor but fufpect them of entertaining defigns of 
invading the province of man; and though I acknow- 
ledge their boundlefs power, I never was formed to o- 
bey, and cannot think of fubmiffion. But admitting 
that the prefent generation of beduties are totally unfit 
for wives, except to thofe gentle minds, who would 
think themfelves honoured by having their thoufands 
fpent in the genteeleft manner, yet in another capacity 
they might be made of the greateft fervice to their country. 
‘When I fee their hair tied in a knot behind, or either 
hanging down in a ramellie, or folded up in ribbons, I 
cannot but look on them as the fair defenders of Britain, 
on whofe gallantry I fhould rather chufe to rely, than 
-on all the boafted prowefs of our military Beaux. On 
this footing I can excufe them for facrificing the thoufand 
namelefs powers of pleafing which nature has invefted 
them with, for the powers of deftroying, and confent 
to their.changing the darts of Cupid for the armour of 
‘Mars. ‘Whatever magazines of lightening are laid up in 
their bright eyes, I hope they will blaze out on this oc- 
cafion. : | 

Ir it fhould be objected that we ought to have proofs 
-of their valour, and that a big look may be confiftent with 
a faint heart; I anfwer that there can be no great reafon 
to doubt the bravery of thiofe, who have made it one of 
‘their firft maxims ‘ never to be afraid of man”: and 
befides, that natural love of conqueft which poffeffes e- 
‘very individual of the female world, would animate them 
forward to the boldeft enterprizes. I would further pro- 
-pofe, that the’ mere gay and airy of them fhould be di- 
{tributed into a'body offlying light-horfe; the Gadabouts 
‘would make an excellent company of foragers ; the more 
delicate of them would ferve to carry the colours, and 
the fight of them would infpire the foldiers with une- 

qualled 
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qualed tefolution ‘and courage: Thus they -might alk be 
difpofed in ranks and ftations fuitable to their refpective 
rherits, diftin&tions and: qualifications; from the firft lady 
‘of quality, tothe loweft female belle-in the country vil- 
lage. .I fhould alfo advife, that a fufficient number of 
female tranfports fhould be fent to the :relief, of our gar- 
1ifons abroad, -if it was.not from my apprehenfions that 
they would. not be able to fuftain a long fiege, and might 
perhaps be: captivated by the immenfe.finenefs of an. em- 
broidered knight of the arder of St.:Louis. I have only 
-ene circumftance more to. mention to excite their zeal, 
‘which is, that they muft be obliged to content them- 
felves with their own invented fathions, till the fucceffes 
of their arms fhall oblige the .French:to accept of our 
wealth for thofe that are alamode de Paris. . 

Ir this propofal be agreeable to your judgment, I hope 
you will fecond it by the warmeft .encouragements. 
May we not.exult in the -profpect. of that glorious career 
of fuccefs which muft attend an army of heroines, bred 
to.a contempt of danger, and trained up from infancy 
itfelf to the moft intimate acquaintance with dai/s, drums, , 
routs, burricanes, and the, like,? 

_ dam, 
SiR, = oe 
Your humble fervant, 
A. SINGEETON. - 


Mr. Fitz-ADAm, 

I nave a.complaint to lay before you, which, tothe 
beft of my memory, you have not hitherto touched up- 
on. The ground of my complaint, fir, is.this. News, 
you know, never was more fluctuating than at this mo- 
ment. What we are told at breakfaft is contradiéted by 
noon, and that again is old by dinner ; the -dinner-tale 

{carcely 
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Acarcely latts till-coffee, and albis found to be falfe before 
Hight. And yet, fir, there arca‘fet of wifemen, who 
are always fatisfied with the laft tale; ‘and conftantly 
affure you they were all along of that opinion.“ Lord 
« fir, I knew it-mutt be fo; how-could it be otherwife ? 
«¢ T always faid fo;:” and though accounts vary to-mot- 
row, it does not at all affect them ; for to-morrow they 

will have been all along perfectly well. acquainted with 
juft the contrary to. what they knew fo well to: day. 

This everlafting knowledge and fecret intelligence is 
really, -fir, a moft provoking infult on us poor things, 
‘who are not fo knowing. If Iam wrong to day, my 
friend :is wrong to-morrow, and that:puts us on an equa- 
lity; butthefe peaple; who are always fure to be of the 
tight opinion, ‘becaufe they have'no opinion at all, are 

not.to.be.endured. 


Buz it .is.one thing to complain, and another to re- 
idrefs-;: and unlefs I thought I had fome method ‘to re- 
medy the evil, I would not complain of it. The remedy 


I would :propofe is fimply this; that the term J be for 
-ever excluded all:converfations. There is not, perhaps, — 
cone fingletimpertinence or foppery in difcourfe, that is 
‘notimputdble to that fame little letter J. The old man, 
going to repeat the lie he thas talked himfelfinto a belief 
-of, eries, J remember when J was young. The maiden 
-of fifty blefles her ftars, .and fays, J was not fuch a flirt. 
The. bold colonel, tells you J led on the men, J entered 
‘the breach. The rake, J debauched fuch a girl, Jdrank 
‘down fuch a-fellow. ‘Now, fir, fond as people are of 
being foolith, they would even -confent to be wife, if it 
was not for confining their follies to their own dear per- 
fons. The old man’s dull ftory is .only to let you fee 
what -e was himfelf, The maiden gentlewoman only 

aCcans 
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-neans to exemplify her own modefty, :and does riot care 
_@ pin for, all the. frailties of herincighbours, <but thateflie 
has thereby an opportunity: of telling you: how’virtuous 
fhe; herfelfis. The foldier never tells you of a‘campaigh, 
-but the’ one she was*himlelfiin. © "The rake ‘never ‘tells. 

you.of any follies but his own; and the°wife men I 

complained of in the beginning’ of my letter, never tell 
you ‘Mr. Such-a-one always thought fo, or Mr. Some- 

body always faid fo, but Z always‘thought ‘fo, 7 always 
faid fo. Let.me therefore intreat you, Mr. “Fitz- Adam, 
to forbid the ufe of this monofyllable, and you will much 
wblige: i * Po ee og 
Sarr, 
Your friend, Br. 
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